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“Are you going to take that Claybank over
there?” the BLM official asked, pointing to the
almost white, line-backed filly. I gave him a funny
look, not sure what he was talking about. 'She's the
one that looks like a white horse rolled in clay.” The
horse was white with orange undertones, and her
points were dark. Nonetheless, the label stuck, and
has continued to define Kiger horses of the very
palest of dun shades.

Tt was 1989 at the Bureau of Land
Management Holding Center in Burns, Oregon.
“They wwere having a Kiger adoption. That filly, along
with a very few others like her would later reproduce
the Claybank color in private breeding programs. In
particular her son, Steens Kiger stallion Silverado
when crossed with Kiger mares of dun, red dun, and
grulla coloration, has sired a respectable number of
foals with the highly prized body color. These variations
of dun were never expected to occur within the
Kiger management program, But 12 years later,
approximately 3% of the Kigers registered in the
Steens Mountain Kiger Registry arc a combination

Kiger Mustangs and its Claybanks.

By Rick Littleton

of dun and cream, some with roan or gray as
well, and all of them are still referred to as
“Claybanks.” The most desirable ones are
nearly white with the orange undertones,
while retaining dark points and dorsal stripe.
That mare (Mestefia) was the number
one pick in the 1989 Kiger lottery and went
on to produce 4 duns and § Claybanks from.
two different stallions over the next 11 years.
Her life was cut short in the spring of 2000,
trying to give birth to one more foal. All the horses
pictured here are from her bloodline. When
Mestena was captured in 1989 she was with her
dam. Her dam showed the same color that
Mestefia carried. For the next ten years there were
no other horses brought from the Kiger and
Riddle HMA’s (Land Management Areas) that
showed this color. In 1999 two mares in the Kiger
Iottery showed similar color, but both scemed to have
agrayer tint than the orange that Mestena carried.
silverado continues the strong Claybank
color. In 2001 he produced 9 Claybanks, 3 colts
and 6 fillies, Three of his outstanding colts from
previous years are now standing at stud. Casper is
owned by the Claybank Ranch in Wayne, OK.
Chisum is owned by the Kiger Brand in Newport
Beach, CA and Kigers Flash Point is owned by Ron
and Star Shaw in Medford, OR. All these colts are
carrying on their grandmother Mestena’s legacy.
The following three ladies have written a
short story about why they bought a Claybank
Kiger, and how they feel after owning them.They
all are from different parts of the country and with
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varied horse backgrounds. Rochell is a horse trainer
from Springfield, Missouri, Annette a housewife
and now a breeder of Steens Kiger Claybank horses
from Newport Beach, CA and Frin is from Medford,
OR and yworks in the computer industry.

Rochel Snow: “My personal experience working
with wild mustangs gave me an intense respect for
their intelligence, stamina and magnificent spirit.
After contacting a breeder of Kiger Mustangs and
watching his video, I knew this would be my breed.
Careful selection and breeding have refined them
while retaining the mystique of the wild horses |
love. My filly Kiger Calypso is more remarkable
than [ ever expected. She is beautiful, intelligent
and responsive to training and a pleasure to be
around. T know she will excel as a sturdy, dependable
trail horse as well as a demonstration horse for my.
training techniques. Above all, her wild horse
ancestry brings with it a natural bonding instinct
that makes for a trusting and steadfast companion.”

Annette Croul: “The first time I laid eyes on
Steens Kiger he took my breath away with his
majestic beauty. I had found the horse of my
childhood dreams. Chisum, my Claybank stallion
for a new breeding business called Kiger Brand,
Inc,is one of the most noble, honest, smart and
level headed horses | have had the pleasure of
knowing. I was drawn to the Claybank color with
the wonderful contrast in light and dark. Dare to be
different. The black points, dorsal stripes, and leg
bars that remind us of the prehistoric horse boggles
my mind. People have asked me is that a zorse,
buckskin or some type of gray? The color Claybank
1s not used in other breeds. | wanted to be a part of
something rare. Chisum and other Kigers have
taught me more in three years than I have
learned in thirty years of working with horses. |
feel fortunate that my dreams have met reality.
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Erin Ammon: “After spending some time on
M. Littleton’s ranch, I knew I had found what 1
was looking for in a horse. Wildly independent,
exploratory and curious, bold and spirited, sensible
and willing — the Kiger Mustang is a reflection of
my own character. Choosing a color however,
proved to be more difficult as there were many
outstanding foals. In the end I opted for a
Claybank filly much for the same reason I choose
this breed to begin with. It is an exotic color that
dramatically enhances the breed's distinguishable
markings. The dark bands behind the knees and
around the hocks, the dorsal stripe down the back
and the darker mane and tail are exquisitely
contrasted against the light cream coat. I can't fully
express how it fecls to own this historic animal
other than by comparing it to owning a piece of
the ocean. You can be mesmerized by it's quiet
power. You can build a boat and sail ts rolling
waves. But ultimately it's captivating spirit belongs
to something much greater than any human can
truly claim ownership to.”

There are many opinions of the Claybank
color in the horse world and especially in the Kiger
Mustangs. I guess when Ron Harding and Josh
Warburton of the BLM in 1989 called Mestena a
Claybank - it stuck. Like Ron said to me “She looks
like a white horse rolled in clay.” That has become
the basis for the Claybank Kiger. Every Claybank
that has come up for adoption by the BLM and for
sale by the public since 1989 has been the most
sought after in the Kiger Breed.
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